
Lighting $1,300,000 or more

$2,500,000 or more

New building 
additions, and 
substantial 
reconstruction

Type of 
Capital Project

Estimated Cost of 
Construction

HVAC $2,500,000 or more

Type of Building 

Residential
(Occupancy Group R) 

Education and Healthcare
(Occupancy Groups E, I2)

Factory and Hazard
(Occupancy Groups F, H)  

All other uses
(Occupancy Group A, B, I, M, S)

Design Standard Requirements Low Energy Intensity Building  
Requirements

NYC Green Schools Guide, or alternative not 
less stringent than LEED Certified 

Outdoor stadiums, Utility and Misc.  
(Occupancy Groups A5, U) 

LEED Certified rating or higher 

EXEMPT

LEED Gold rating or higher

The less stringent of: 

50 percent of the energy intensity of the 
more stringent of benchmarking or 
ASHRAE 90.1-2013(1)

(OR)

A source energy use intensity of 38 
kBTU/yr per square foot of floor area, 
42 kBTU/yr per square foot of floor area 
(reconstructions and additions)

EXEMPT: non-city owned, or city-owned 
without substantial envelope scope, 
energy cost reductions (A), (B)

$15,000,000 or more
(non-city owned, or city-
owned without substantial 
envelope scope) 

$38,000,000 or more
(non-city owned, or city-
owned without substantial 
envelope scope) 

Energy Cost 
Reductions 

Requirements

LEED Gold, or Enterprise Green Communities, 
or alternative proposed by HPD

Projects 10M+ can be build to this 
requirement instead of LEED provision 

(B) Reduce cost by 25 
percent or more(2)(3)

Reduce cost by 10 
percent or more

Reduce cost by 5 
percent or more

(A) Reduce cost by 
20 percent or 
more(2)(3)

Boiler $2,500,000 or more
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Plumbing System 
Requirements 

If plumbing 
construction cost 
is $500K or more:

Minimum 30% 
potable water use 
reduction (or 20% 
if DOB rejects 
application for 
waterless 
urinals)(4)

All uses other than outdoor stadiums, 
utility and misc. are applicable   
(Occupancy Groups A5, U) 

Other Considerations for Low 
Energy Intensity Buildings

1. Design agency shall 
consider the feasibility 
of designing and 
constructing such 
project as an onsite 
energy generating 
building

2. Projects with an 
estimated height of no 
more than three stories 
above grade, the 
design agency shall 
consider the feasibility 
of designing and 
constructing such 
project as a net zero 
energy building

3. Design agency shall 
consider the feasibility 
of designing and 
constructing such 
project to incorporate 
green infrastructure

NYC Capital Green
Building Program 

Mayor’s Office of
Environmental 
Coordination

Criteria and Requirements Map
Reference Charter Section 224.1

All information here within is intended to be a summarization and approximately descriptive of the New York City Charter’s Chapter 10, Section 224.1. Exact accounting of the 
criteria and requirements and any other aspects related to the local laws cited should be obtained through review of the New York City Charter’s Chapter 10, Section 224.1.


